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Inspired by the city of Miami’s nickname – “the gateway to Latin America” – the 2016 
conference asks participants to consider how forms of movement, transit, and exchange have 
shaped Asian America. If Asian American Studies has been frequently conceived as an 
intellectual, institutional, and political point of arrival, how would identifying alternative points 
of departure reconfigure our conceptions of the field? How might relocating origins and 
destinations not only change our notions of what the field is, and what it might become, but also 
the “gateways, ports, and portals” that enable our research, teaching, and activism? 

Florida is an especially apt site to consider overlapping encounters between empires and other 
forces of modernity. Its intersecting histories of indigeneity, slavery, labor migrations, and 
refugee resettlements call for comparative approaches that place Asian American Studies in 
different continental, hemispheric, and, even planetary configurations. The state has been a key 
site in overlapping circuits of workers, intellectuals, artists, social movements and capitalist 
systems, reflecting its close connections to the Atlantic and Caribbean worlds. In turn, the 
changing environmental conditions along Florida’s coastlines and the Everglades prompt us to 
look to ecocritical approaches that interrogate “the human” as the primary subject and scale of 
ethnic studies. As one of the hardest hit housing markets on the U.S. eastern seaboard during the 
2008 financial crisis and ensuing recession, the conference location asks us to consider how 
contemporary forces of finance and speculative capital urgently call for critical, institutional, 
policy, and activist analyses and responses that question our conceptions of vulnerability, risk, 
crisis, and recovery. As a key electoral swing state, Florida further prompts an examination of 
Asian Americans’ role in political contests, coalitions, and consensus-building. While the 
proportion of its population that identifies as Asian American is relatively small, Miami is a 
metropolis with remarkable racial diversity. This might inspire us to consider how comparative 
perspectives can inform and challenge the research and teaching agendas of Asian American 
Studies. 

These questions call for intellectual conversations across the humanities, social, and physical 
sciences, as well as professional fields such as public policy, law, public health, and education. 

Our 2016 conference theme thus invites participants to reflect on how disciplinary gatekeeping 
and entryways inform, but also restrict, the ways in which we undertake Asian American 
Studies. What innovative approaches, such as comparative, multilingual and/or interdisciplinary 
frameworks, has Asian American Studies remitted not only to traditional academic disciplines, 
but fields such as American, postcolonial, and diaspora studies among others? How does the 
growth of Asian American Studies outside the borders of the United States demand a deeper 
interrogation of the often unacknowledged (US) nationalist biases of the field? We accordingly 



invite participants from all disciplines to submit proposals that engage seriously with questions 
and productive possibilities of collaboration and conflict, as we shuttle across the imagined 
spaces of Asian America. 

We welcome scholarship, cultural work, as well as political activist submissions for the 2016 
AAAS conference. Proposals for mentorship or professionalization round tables, panels, or 
workshops are also welcome. All submissions and proposals are due Friday, October 16, 2015. 
Please note: Participants may only appear in the program twice and only in different roles. 

Program Questions? For specific questions regarding type of sessions, submission guidelines, or 
other programmatic issues, please contact the Program Committee Co-Chairs: Chris Lee 
(Chris.Lee@ubc.ca) and Crystal Parikh (Crystal.Parikh@nyu.edu). 
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